Dental Hygiene Practice Act Overview: Permitted Functions and Supervision Levels by State — 9.22.25 Update
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Direct Supervision Levels; dentist needs to be present Muiltiple letters denote separate supervision levels depending on setting (Private/Public)
. Rules pending

Personal Supervision: Dentist needs to authorize, be present and check prior to patient dismissal 2. Upon direct order

Indirect Supervision Levels; dentist must authorize procedure and be in the dental office while 3. On patients 18 years and older

the procedure is performed 4. Public health supervision applies to fluoride varnish only

G General Supervision Levels; dentist needs to authorize prior to services, but need not be present

Collaborative Practice: RDH may practice without supervision, pursuant to a collaborative
agreement between the RDH and a licensed dentist

Direct Access Supervision Levels; hygienists can provide services as s/he determines
appropriate without specific authorization
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Direct Supervision Levels; dentist needs to be present Multiple letters denote separate supervision levels depending on setting (Private/Public)

1. Rules pending
Personal Supervision: Dentist needs to authorize, be present and check prior to patient dismissal 2. Upon direct order
D Indirect Supervision Levels; dentist must authorize procedure and be in the dental office while 3. On patients 18 years and older
the procedure is performed 4. Public health supervision applies to fluoride varnish only

G General Supervision Levels; dentist needs to authorize prior to services, but need not be present

Collaborative Practice: RDH may practice without supervision, pursuant to a collaborative

ce agreement between the RDH and a licensed dentist
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Direct Supervision Levels; dentist needs to be present Multiple letters denote separate supervision levels depending on setting (Private/Public)
1. Rules pending
P Personal Supervision: Dentist needs to authorize, be present and check prior to patient dismissal 2. Upon direct order
Indirect Supervision Levels; dentist must authorize procedure and be in the dental office while 3. On patients 18 years and older
ID ; . S . . .
the procedure is performed 4. Public health supervision applies to fluoride varnish only

G General Supervision Levels; dentist needs to authorize prior to services, but need not be present

cP Collaborative Practice: RDH may practice without supervision, pursuant to a collaborative
agreement between the RDH and a licensed dentist

Direct Access Supervision Levels; hygienists can provide services as s/he determines

appropriate without specific authorization
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