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Dental Hygiene in Medical Settings and Health Clinics 

This chart highlights states where dental hygienists may provide services in medical settings such as hospitals and 
medical offices as well as public health clinics. The relevant statute or rule is linked, and a description of the 
provision is listed below.  

Alaska §08.32.115(b)(2)
Under collaborative agreement, dental hygienists may practice in a “setting other than
the usual place of practice of a licensed dentist.” Agreement must identify settings.

Arizona § 32-1281, 32-1289.01
Dental hygienists may perform services in health care facilities and under an affiliated 
practice agreement in a health care organization or facility. Also, under supervision of a 
physician, a dental hygienist may practice in an inpatient hospital setting.  

Arkansas § 17-82-701
Under Collaborative Care Permit I or II, a dental hygienist may provide care in hospital 
long term care units, local health units, community health centers, and free clinics. 

California §1913 and 1925
Dental Hygienists may practice within any setting with appropriate supervision.
RDHAPs may be employed by primary care clinic or specialty clinic, public hospital, or
health system.

Colorado §12-35-124 & Rule I
Dental hygienists may provide unsupervised dental hygiene services. Practice settings
not specified. Rule includes hospitals as location for occasional practice.

Connecticut §20-126l
Dental hygienists with 2 years of experience may practice without supervision in
institutions, including: hospitals and outpatient clinics.

Florida §466.003
Dental hygienists may provide services in “health access settings.” Health access
settings include: nonprofit community health centers and federally qualified health
centers.

Georgia §43-11-74
The requirement of direct supervision shall not apply to the performance of licensed
dental hygienists providing dental screenings in settings which include hospitals and
clinics, public health programs, and federally qualified health centers.

https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/portals/5/pub/DentalStatutes.pdf
http://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.azleg.gov%2Fars%2F32%2F01281.htm
http://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.azleg.gov%2Fars%2F32%2F01289-01.htm
https://www.asbde.org/Websites/dental/images/Dental%20Practice%20Act%20-%20May%202018.pdf
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=BPC&division=2.&title=&part=&chapter=4.&article=9.
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-K5DhxXxJZbOUFWejJVSTFyN3c/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BzKoVwvexVATejBPM0U3TFl6czA/view
https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_379a.htm#sec_20-126l
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0400-0499/0466/Sections/0466.003.html
https://law.justia.com/codes/georgia/2017/title-43/chapter-11/article-3/section-43-11-74/
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Idaho §54-903
Dental hygienists can provide services in an extended access oral health care
setting including a hospital, medical office, public health district, tribal clinic, and
federally qualified health centers.

Illinois 225 ILCS 25/4 
Public Health Dental Hygienists can provide services in public health settings including 
federally qualified health centers and public health facilities. 

Indiana IC 25-13-1-10 
A dental hygienist may practice in any setting or facility that is documented in the 
dental hygienist's access practice agreement. 

Iowa IAC 650-10.5 (153) 
Services can be administered in settings including federally qualified health centers, 
public health vans, free clinics, community centers and public health programs. 

Kansas §65-1456
The practice of dental hygiene may be performed at a hospital long-term care unit,
local health department or indigent health care clinic on a resident of a facility, client
or patient thereof.

Maine 02-313c002
Dental hygienists may provide services in nontraditional practice setting under public 
health supervision status. 

Maryland Md. HEALTH OCCUPATIONS Code Ann. § 4-308 
Dental hygiene may be practiced in settings including a hospital and health 
maintenance organization.  

Massachusetts Part I, Title XVI, Chapter 112, Section 51 
Dental hygienists may provide services without the supervision of a dentist in public 
health settings including, and not limited to, hospitals, medical facilities, and 
community clinics. 

Michigan §333.16625
A dental hygienist may perform dental hygiene services under the supervision of a
dentist as part of a program for dentally underserved populations in this state
conducted by a local, state, or federal grantee health agency for patients who are not
assigned by a dentist

Minnesota §150A.10
Collaborative practice dental hygiene settings include a hospital, public health facility,
community clinic, or tribal clinic.

https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/title54/t54ch9/sect54-903/
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=1296&ChapterID=24
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2015/ic/titles/025/articles/013/
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/650.10.5.pdf
https://www.dental.ks.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/kansas-dental-practices-act-(pdf).pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/rules/02/313/313c002.doc
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=b7bf2216-3afd-4231-b9d4-629f5f7a4ded&nodeid=AAUAAFAADAAK&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAU%2FAAUAAF%2FAAUAAFAAD%2FAAUAAFAADAAK&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7+4-308.+Scope+of+license&config=014EJAA2ZmE1OTU3OC0xMGRjLTRlNTctOTQ3Zi0wMDE2MWFhYzAwN2MKAFBvZENhdGFsb2e9wg3LFiffInanDd3V39aA&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5V2F-RTS0-004F-042B-00008-00&ecomp=k357kkk&prid=63cbf83c-d776-4681-94fc-e8d6cab866a9
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXVI/Chapter112/Section51
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(04wtci002rh4fbwej2namlcl))/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-333-16625.pdf
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/150A.10
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Missouri §332.311.2
Public health settings include locations where services are sponsored by a county health
department, city health department, and nonprofit community health centers.

Montana §37-4-405
Dental hygiene preventive services can be provided in public health facilities such as:
federally qualified health centers; federally funded community health centers, migrant
health care centers, extended care facilities, local public health clinics facilities; public
institutions under the department of public health and human services; and mobile
public health clinics.

Nebraska §38-1130
The Department of Health may authorize an unsupervised dental hygienist to provide
services in a public health setting or a health care or related facility such as a hospital,
public health department or clinic, and community health centers.

New Hampshire §317-A:21-e
Under public health supervision, dental hygienists may practice in a hospital or other
institution.

New Mexico §16.5.17.12
Dental hygienists can practice in any setting with collaborative agreement.

New York §61.9
Under a collaborative arrangement, a dental hygienist may provide services in a
hospital.

Nevada §631.210 & §631.310
Public health dental hygienists may practice at a health facility and dental hygienists
may practice in a clinic established by a hospital approved by the Board.

Ohio §4715.22 & §4715.36
Under supervision of a dentist, dental hygienists may practice in a hospital.
Additionally, under oral health access supervision, a dental hygienist may provide
dental hygiene services at settings including, a health care facility, non-profit clinic, and
mobile dental clinic.

Oklahoma §328.34
Under supervision of a dentist or authorized in writing, a dental hygienist may practice
scope of practice in treatment facilities including a hospital, private health facility,
public health facility, and federally qualified health centers.

http://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=332.311&bid=17691&hl=
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0370/chapter_0040/part_0040/section_0050/0370-0040-0040-0050.html
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=38-1130
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/XXX/317-A/317-A-21-e.htm
http://www.rld.state.nm.us/uploads/files/Complete%20Rules%20and%20Statutes%203-18-18(6).pdf
http://www.op.nysed.gov/prof/dent/part61.htm
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nac/NAC-631.html#NAC631Sec210
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-631.html
https://www.dental.ohio.gov/Portals/0/Laws%20and%20Rules/2018%20DPA%2006-2018%20Web%20version.pdf
https://www.ok.gov/dentistry/documents/Oklahoma%20Statutes%20Dental%20Act%202018.pdf
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Oregon §680.205
Expanded function dental hygienists can provide unsupervised services to patients in
hospitals, medical clinics, medical offices or offices operated or staffed by naturopathic
physicians, nurse practitioners, physician assistants or midwives.

Pennsylvania §11.9
Under a dentist’s supervision or as a public health dental hygiene practitioner, dental
hygienists may provide services in hospitals and health care facilities.

Rhode Island 216-RICR-40-05-2.3
Public health dental hygienists may perform services in hospitals, clinics, and medical 
facilities. 

South Carolina §40-15-110
If working in a public health setting with the Dept. of Health and Environmental
Control, dental hygienists can provide services in hospitals, rural and community
clinics, and public health facilities.

South Dakota §20:43:10:01
Dental hygienists may provide services under collaborative supervision in a community
health center.

Tennessee §63-5-115
Under general supervision, dental hygienists may provide preventive dental care
through written protocol in settings including nonprofit clinics and public health
programs.

Texas §262.1515
Dental hygienists may perform services in settings including a community health
center.

Utah §58-69-801
Under general supervision, a dental hygienist may perform services in a hospital on a
dentist’s patient of record.

Vermont Act No 30 (2019) 
Under supervision of a dentist, “public-health hygienists” may practice in out-of-office 
settings, including clinics, hospitals, medical facilities and community health centers.  

Washington §18.29.056
Dental hygienists may practice without dental supervision if employed, retained or
contracted by a hospital.

https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/ors/ors680.html
https://www.dos.pa.gov/ProfessionalLicensing/BoardsCommissions/Dentistry/Documents/Applications%20and%20Forms/Non-Application%20Documents/DentM%20-%20Dental%20Act%2010-10.pdf
https://rules.sos.ri.gov/regulations/part/216-40-05-2
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t40c015.php
https://sdlegislature.gov/Rules/DisplayRule.aspx?Rule=20:43:10:01
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=c0bd42b5-4ba3-4b80-912f-cfeaa27ca021&nodeid=ACKAAFAAP&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FACK%2FACKAAF%2FACKAAFAAP&level=3&haschildren=&populated=false&title=63-5-115.+Employment+of+and+practice+by+hygienists+and+assistants.&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A50G5-6KC0-R03N-D2CS-00008-00&ecomp=k357kkk&prid=7fdd2b62-729a-4657-9183-79718a491a16
https://texas.public.law/statutes/tex._occ._code_section_262.1515
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title58/Chapter69/C58-69_1800010118000101.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2020/Docs/ACTS/ACT030/ACT030%20As%20Enacted.pdf
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=18.29.056
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West Virginia §30-4-3
Dental hygienists may provide dental hygiene services to patients in public health
settings, including hospitals and community clinics.

Wisconsin §447.06
Dental hygienists may practice in a hospital, outpatient medical facility, and local
health department.

Wyoming Rules Chapter 7, Section 5(c) 
Dental hygienists may provide public health services at federally funded health centers 
and clinics, public health offices, free clinics. 

https://wvbodprod.glsuite.us/GLSuiteWeb/Clients/WVBOD/StaticFiles/pdf/Laws/30-4.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/447/06
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bz2skzGI_R0aRlhQNUxubHFsOE0/view

