
 
American Dental Hygienists’ Association 

Directory of Re-entry Programs for Dental Hygienists 

 
CT - Tunxis Community College 
 
Contact Information   

Re-Entry Program Contact:  Mary Bencivengo, RDH, MS 
Title: Division Director of Allied Health and Science 
Phone: (860) 255-3626   Ext.     Fax: (860) 255-3649 
Contact email address:  Mbencivengo@txcc.commnet.edu 

 
Course Information 
 A. How are the course(s) offered:  Other (To clarify, please use text box provided below to explain) 
 B. Can your re-entry course(s) be tailored to meet specific student needs?  Yes 
 C. Course Availability 

   Weekday classes (Monday – Friday): Days 
   What percent of your weekday classes can be completed online? None 
   Weekend Classes (Saturday – Sunday): Both 
   What percent of your weekend classes can be completed online? None    

    Didactic hours required: 10-19    Clinical hours required: 10-19 
 
Comments 
This three day program is offered three times a year for a minimum of 24 hours (Friday, Saturday and Sunday).  
Pre-screening and a phone interview is a pre-requisite to determine eligibility.  This program is open to dental 
hygienists that have graduated from an accredited dental hygiene program. 
  
 
GA - Medical College of Georgia 
 
Contact Information   

Re-Entry Program Contact:  Sue Tucker Ward, RDH, MEd 
Title: Assistant Professor and Course Director 
Phone: (706) 721-2938   Ext.     Fax: (706) 721-8857 
Contact email address:  sward@mcg.edu 
More information visit our website :  http://www.mcg.edu/ce/alliedhealth09.htm 
 

Course Information 
 A. How are the course(s) offered:  May/June and December 
 B. Can your re-entry course(s) be tailored to meet specific student needs?  Yes 
 C. Course Availability 

   Weekday classes (Monday – Friday): Days 
   What percent of your weekday classes can be completed online? None 
   Weekend Classes (Saturday – Sunday): None 
   What percent of your weekend classes can be completed online? None    

    Didactic hours required: 10-15    Clinical hours required: 20-25 
 
Comments 
The Re-entry course is designed for Dental Hygienists who have been out of their field for an extended period of 
time and may have been directed by a State Board of Dentistry to obtain Clinical and Didactic hours for their re-
entry into the Dental Hygiene Profession. 
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American Dental Hygienists’ Association 

Directory of Re-entry Programs for Dental Hygienists 

 
KS - Johnson County Community College 
 
Contact Information   

Re-Entry Program Contact:  Margaret LoGiudice 
Title: Assistant Dean 
Phone: (913) 469-2582   Ext.     Fax: (913) 469-2378 
Contact email address:  mlog@jccc.net 

 
Course Information 
 A. How are the course(s) offered:  As Needed 
 B. Can your re-entry course(s) be tailored to meet specific student needs?  Yes 
 C. Course Availability 

   Weekday classes (Monday – Friday): Days 
   What percent of your weekday classes can be completed online? None 
   Weekend Classes (Saturday – Sunday): None 
   What percent of your weekend classes can be completed online? None    

    Didactic hours required: 10-19    Clinical hours required: 30-39 
 
Comments 
The majority of the didactic portion of this course is conducted by self study.  Assignments for clinical 
experiences are made on a space available basis in order not to compete with credit students enrolled in the 
Dental Hygiene Program. 
  
 
KS - Wichita State University 
 
Contact Information   

Re-Entry Program Contact:  Denise Maseman, RDH, MS 
Title: Department Chairperson 
Phone: (316) 978-3614   Ext.     Fax: (316) 978-5459 
Contact email address:  denise.maseman@wichita.edu 

 
Course Information 
 A. How are the course(s) offered:  As Needed 
 B. Can your re-entry course(s) be tailored to meet specific student needs?  Yes 
 C. Course Availability 

   Weekday classes (Monday – Friday): Days 
   What percent of your weekday classes can be completed online? Less than 25% 
   Weekend Classes (Saturday – Sunday): None 
   What percent of your weekend classes can be completed online? None    

    Didactic hours required: 30-39    Clinical hours required: 30-39 
 
Comments 
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American Dental Hygienists’ Association 

Directory of Re-entry Programs for Dental Hygienists 

 
LA - Louisiana State University 
 
Contact Information   

Re-Entry Program Contact:  Carrie F. Mason, RDH, MEd 
Title: Director of LSU Dental Hygiene Program 
Phone: (504) 941-8153   Ext.     Fax: (504) 941-8154 
Contact email address:  cmason@lsuhsc.edu 

 
Course Information 
 A. How are the course(s) offered:  As Needed 
 B. Can your re-entry course(s) be tailored to meet specific student needs?  Yes 
 C. Course Availability 

   Weekday classes (Monday – Friday): Days 
   What percent of your weekday classes can be completed online? Less than 25% 
   Weekend Classes (Saturday – Sunday): None 
   What percent of your weekend classes can be completed online? None    

    Didactic hours required: 20-29    Clinical hours required: 10-19 
 
Comments 
Courses are tailored specifically for the applicant after interviewing them to determine their needs. 
Some information (about 10%) is on-line. 
  
 
MD - Allegany College of Maryland 
 
Contact Information   

Re-Entry Program Contact:  Josephine Powers 
Title: Clinical Coordinator 
Phone: (301) 784-5540   Ext.     Fax:  
Contact email address:  jpowers@allegany.edu 

 
Course Information 
 A. How are the course(s) offered:  As Needed 
 B. Can your re-entry course(s) be tailored to meet specific student needs?  Yes 
 C. Course Availability 

   Weekday classes (Monday – Friday): Days 
   What percent of your weekday classes can be completed online? None 
   Weekend Classes (Saturday – Sunday): None 
   What percent of your weekend classes can be completed online? None    

    Didactic hours required: None    Clinical hours required: 10-19 
 
Comments 
We really don't have a formal "re-entry" program.  We try to tailor the graduate's specific situation into a 
reasonable course offering for "retraining clinical and didactic skills."  This may mean a one on one didactically 
for Infection Control Skills and placement in our summer/fall clinics as needed until skills are re-developed. 
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American Dental Hygienists’ Association 

Directory of Re-entry Programs for Dental Hygienists 

 
MI - Delta College 
 
Contact Information   

Re-Entry Program Contact:  Mary Jo Miller 
Title: Assistant Instructor/Program Coordinator 
Phone: (989) 686-9383   Ext.     Fax: (989) 667-2210 
Contact email address:  maryjomiller@delta.edu 

 
Course Information 
 A. How are the course(s) offered:  As Needed 
 B. Can your re-entry course(s) be tailored to meet specific student needs?  Yes 
 C. Course Availability 

   Weekday classes (Monday – Friday): Days 
   What percent of your weekday classes can be completed online? None 
   Weekend Classes (Saturday – Sunday): None 
   What percent of your weekend classes can be completed online? None    

    Didactic hours required:     Clinical hours required:  
 
Comments 
The number of hours for didactic and clinical experience is based on the student's needs. Our program is 
independent study or through our Workforce Development Department. 
  
 
MN - Century College 
 
Contact Information   

Re-Entry Program Contact:  Linda Jorgenson 
Title: Dental Hygiene Program Director 
Phone: (651) 779-3983   Ext.     Fax: (651) 779-3401 
Contact email address:  linda.jorgenson@century.edu 

 
Course Information 
 A. How are the course(s) offered:  As Needed 
 B. Can your re-entry course(s) be tailored to meet specific student needs?  Yes 
 C. Course Availability 

   Weekday classes (Monday – Friday): Days 
   What percent of your weekday classes can be completed online? None 
   Weekend Classes (Saturday – Sunday): Saturday 
   What percent of your weekend classes can be completed online? None    

    Didactic hours required: None    Clinical hours required: None 
 
Comments 
Each training course is customized to meet the hygienist's needs. Graduation from an accredited program of 
dental hygiene is a requirement. The MN Board of Dentistry has established competencies, there is an 
assessment process and then training is customized to meet individual needs. 
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Directory of Re-entry Programs for Dental Hygienists 

 
MN - University of Minnesota 
 
Contact Information   

Re-Entry Program Contact:  Continuing Dental Education Program 
Title:  
Phone: (800) 685-1418   Ext.     Fax: (612) 624-8159 
Contact email address:  young002@umn.edu 

 
Course Information 
 A. How are the course(s) offered:  Other (To clarify, please use text box provided below to explain) 
 B. Can your re-entry course(s) be tailored to meet specific student needs?  Yes 
 C. Course Availability 

   Weekday classes (Monday – Friday): Days 
   What percent of your weekday classes can be completed online? None 
   Weekend Classes (Saturday – Sunday): None 
   What percent of your weekend classes can be completed online? None    

    Didactic hours required: 20-29    Clinical hours required: 20-29 
 
Comments 
This course is usually offered annually (May or June). 
  
 
NJ - University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey 
 
Contact Information   

Re-Entry Program Contact:  Sadie Gallt 
Title: Center for Advanced & Continuing Education - Prog Dev Secialis-Allied Dental Courses 
Phone: (908) 889-2562   Ext.     Fax: (908) 889-2570 
Contact email address:  galltsa@umdnj.edu 

 
Course Information 
 A. How are the course(s) offered:  Continuously 
 B. Can your re-entry course(s) be tailored to meet specific student needs?  Yes 
 C. Course Availability 

   Weekday classes (Monday – Friday): Days 
   What percent of your weekday classes can be completed online? 51-75% 
   Weekend Classes (Saturday – Sunday): None 
   What percent of your weekend classes can be completed online? None    

    Didactic hours required: 30-39    Clinical hours required: 10-19 
 
Comments 
With reference to letter "A", the course is offered in the fall and in the spring of each year. 
 
With reference to letter "B", individual courses may, and have been, developed to meet individual needs of the 
students. 
 
With reference to letter "C", the first portion of the course is DIRECTED HOME STUDY, rather than on-
line…however, no option to indicate… 
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OR - Lane Community College 
 
Contact Information   

Re-Entry Program Contact:  Sharon Hagan, RDH, MS 
Title: Coordinator Dental Hygiene Program 
Phone: (541) 463-5616   Ext.     Fax: (541) 463-4151 
Contact email address:  hagans@lanecc.edu 

 
Course Information 
 A. How are the course(s) offered:  Other (To clarify, please use text box provided below to explain) 
 B. Can your re-entry course(s) be tailored to meet specific student needs?  No 
 C. Course Availability 

   Weekday classes (Monday – Friday):  
   What percent of your weekday classes can be completed online? None 
   Weekend Classes (Saturday – Sunday): None 
   What percent of your weekend classes can be completed online? None    

    Didactic hours required: 40-49    Clinical hours required:  
 
Comments 
An individualized program of study is prepared between the student and the program to meet the needs of the 
dental hygienist wanting to re-enter the dental hygiene progression as a clinical dental hygienist. 
Clinical hours required are determined an an as needed basis and experiences available.  Previous students 
have had up to 100 hours of clinical instruction.  
  
 
SC - Midlands Technical College 
 
Contact Information   

Re-Entry Program Contact:  Catherine Milejczak 
Title: Programs Director 
Phone: (803) 822-3451   Ext.     Fax: (803) 822-3079 
Contact email address:  milejczakc@midlandstech.edu 

 
Course Information 
 A. How are the course(s) offered:  Other (To clarify, please use text box provided below to explain) 
 B. Can your re-entry course(s) be tailored to meet specific student needs?   
 C. Course Availability 

   Weekday classes (Monday – Friday): Days 
   What percent of your weekday classes can be completed online? None 
   Weekend Classes (Saturday – Sunday): N/A 
   What percent of your weekend classes can be completed online? N/A    

    Didactic hours required: None    Clinical hours required: None 
 
Comments 
Courses are offered on an individual basis when potential re-entry students have been directed by the South 
Carolina Board of Dentistry as to specific didactic and/or clinical hours required. 
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SC - Trident Technical College 
 
Contact Information   

Re-Entry Program Contact:  Barbara Ankersen 
Title: Department Head, Dental Services 
Phone: (843) 574-6439   Ext.     Fax: (843) 574-6585 
Contact email address:  barbara.ankersen@tridenttech.edu 

 
Course Information 
 A. How are the course(s) offered:  As Needed 
 B. Can your re-entry course(s) be tailored to meet specific student needs?  Yes 
 C. Course Availability 

   Weekday classes (Monday – Friday): Days 
   What percent of your weekday classes can be completed online?  
   Weekend Classes (Saturday – Sunday): None 
   What percent of your weekend classes can be completed online? None    

    Didactic hours required: 10-19    Clinical hours required: 20-29 
 
Comments 
  
 
TN - Chattanooga State Technical College 
 
Contact Information   

Re-Entry Program Contact:  Dr. Varnell Hartly 
Title: Program Director 
Phone: (423) 697-4768   Ext.     Fax: (423) 634-3071 
Contact email address:  hartly.varnell@chattanoogastate.edu 

 
Course Information 
 A. How are the course(s) offered:  As Needed 
 B. Can your re-entry course(s) be tailored to meet specific student needs?  Yes 
 C. Course Availability 

   Weekday classes (Monday – Friday): Days 
   What percent of your weekday classes can be completed online? None 
   Weekend Classes (Saturday – Sunday): None 
   What percent of your weekend classes can be completed online? None    

    Didactic hours required: None    Clinical hours required: None 
 
Comments 
Required hours vary depending on need. 
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American Dental Hygienists’ Association 

Directory of Re-entry Programs for Dental Hygienists 

 
TN - East Tennessee State University 
 
Contact Information   

Re-Entry Program Contact:  Deborah Dotson 
Title: Assistant Professor and BSDH Online Coordinator 
Phone: (423) 439-5232   Ext.     Fax: (420) 439-4030 
Contact email address:  dotsond@etsu.edu 

 
Course Information 
 A. How are the course(s) offered:  Other (To clarify, please use text box provided below to explain) 
 B. Can your re-entry course(s) be tailored to meet specific student needs?  No 
 C. Course Availability 

   Weekday classes (Monday – Friday):  
   What percent of your weekday classes can be completed online? 100% 
   Weekend Classes (Saturday – Sunday):  
   What percent of your weekend classes can be completed online? 100%    

    Didactic hours required: 10-19    Clinical hours required: None 
 
Comments 
The BS online completion degree allows practitioners to build upon their associate degree and work experience.  
All classes are done online.  Although there are deadlines for assignments, there is a great degree of flexibility.  
Students determine when to check into their courses and work on assignments.  The program requires 18 hours 
of online dental hygiene courses plus whatever courses the student needs to complete the university's general 
education core requirements. 
  
 
TX - U of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio 
 
Contact Information   

Re-Entry Program Contact:  Taline Dadian Infante, RDH, MS 
Title: Director, Dental Hygiene Continuing Education 
Phone: (210) 567-8842   Ext.     Fax: (210) 567-8843 
Contact email address:  Dadian@uthscsa.edu 
 

Course Information 
 A. How are the course(s) offered:  As Needed 
 B. Can your re-entry course(s) be tailored to meet specific student needs?  Yes 
 C. Course Availability 

   Weekday classes (Monday – Friday): Days 
   What percent of your weekday classes can be completed online? None 
   Weekend Classes (Saturday – Sunday): None 
   What percent of your weekend classes can be completed online? None    

    Didactic hours required: 10-19    Clinical hours required: 40-49 
 
Comments 
This course is designed to meet the individual need of the practitioner. There is minimal didactic course work. 
Currently, the participant is sent reading materials with update information. This course spends more time 
refreshing practitioner on the clinical hands-on aspect of dental hygiene care. The clinical hours is determined 
based on years out of practice as well as the clinical diagnostic tool that is used to determine level of need. 
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WA - Pierce College 
 
Contact Information   

Re-Entry Program Contact:  Monica L. Hospenthal 
Title: Dental Hygiene Program Director 
Phone: (253) 912-3656   Ext.     Fax: (253) 964-6313 
Contact email address:  mhospent@pierce.ctc.edu 

 
Course Information 
 A. How are the course(s) offered:  As Needed 
 B. Can your re-entry course(s) be tailored to meet specific student needs?  Yes 
 C. Course Availability 

   Weekday classes (Monday – Friday): Days 
   What percent of your weekday classes can be completed online? None 
   Weekend Classes (Saturday – Sunday): None 
   What percent of your weekend classes can be completed online? None    

    Didactic hours required: 50 or more    Clinical hours required: 50 or more 
 
Comments 
We run courses for Local Anesthesia, Nitrous Oxide, and Restorative Dental Hygiene. The Local Anesthesia is a 
4 day course the Nitrous 12 hours and the Restorative is 2 weeks long. 
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